Peggy Loonan's column n the WL T, vell Ul iy, iiianl a
Nov. 23 edition of The Statesman opportunity to rectify the problem

defending Planned Parenthood (PP) areas cited in the independent audit
e is riddled with sensatiopalism and prior to removal of their state
1 oulright falsehoods. In an article funding. In a rather adversarial
accusing the Christian Coalition of response, PP complied with some of
behavior that is "unconscionable, the requests by the administration,
iibelous, but stated in regard to the subsidized

rent for its abortion-providing
division, "As the record owner of
each property, we have every reason
to believe that PPRM (the non-
abortion division] is entitled to
charge any amount it desires,
including no rent whatsoever; to any
credibility individual or entity it deems to be a
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fense of Planned

against will of

= by leveling desirable tenant."

L SotumcT! faise Agcording to standard accounting
sccusations at Goverpor Owens, practice, rent below the market rate
selectively quoting the aundit report constitutes a subsidy. Since PP’s
of PP performed by an independent abortion-providing arm is receiving
firm, falsely characterizing my this subsidy from an organization
amendment to last year's long bill, that receives state funds, this
and painting PP, the world’s largest constitutes an indirect subsidy of
abortion provider apart from the abortion. Though Ms. Loonan
Chinese governmenl, as an neglected to mention this quote from

.- institution of viriue and courage - the andit report, the accounting firm

. working hard to reduce abortions. put it this way: "The cost

. **}us. Loonan does not speek for the reimbursements appear 1o be well
women of Colorado, and especially _uun—au. market lease rates, in order to
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not the paor, rural women of -

Colorada. On the contrary. she n__q_ﬂ_ﬂgs—ﬂ_- 77 et statutory
speaks for one of Colorado’s most ! ﬁ%ﬂw—kﬁ for

powerful special interests, one that [ ¢

makes its livi ... amevmaP..E
rural haﬂﬂuﬁ nmnrb..wm_u Wwﬂum%mﬂm.?m § other words, PP's
them. Ms. Loonan presents the abortion arm is

using ils

° O s abartion oxremists”  Connection Lo an agency recelving
when, in reality, the controversy is a state funds to get cheap rent and a

sober language in th property tax exemption.
; m%m“nmc%%nmﬁmau_ﬁﬁ is run-_.”:wm Ms. Loonan’s misrepresentation of
| @ambiguciisNo publi¢ finds shall’ ! Bm_ amendment to last year's long
o wod by the State of Colorado, its D13 12 particularly odious, given the
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e M—ﬂﬂn—.—w or indirectly, any person, Loonan, my effort was "designed to
= h agency or facility for the change the original intent of the
0 pesformance of any induced constitutionai amendment voters
ahortion.” - passed.” In reality, my amendment
S g - In a constitutional climate such as would have changed nothing in the
- this, it is understandable why Ms. Constitution and added only the
Loonan apd PP might be somewhat following 13 words to the section of
defensive. This does not excuse, the long bill pertaining to the Public
however, her slander of Governor Health department: "No funds shall
O Owens for merely doing his job of be nsed to provide, advocate, or
upholding the state Constitation. provide referrals for abortions.” The
re O ) Constitution does not prevent the
E O legislature from restricting how
Governor Owens E___E E— general state funds may be used. Is
did not force PP to .___ m Ms. Loonan serious in her contention
re-organize, and he Samemmm-  that my emendment changes the
did not write the . meaning of the Constitution?
Constitution. The } %\\m The fands PP has lost from the
pocp of Colorudo ==ms=wm=—===  Stale of Colorado amount lo
o g . did . including . approximately $380,000 and
2B ) poor, rural people. Owens is charged represent less than 3% of PP's
eal with the much more mundane task operating budget. The hysterical
= of upholding what the people bave response from people such as Ms.
- decreed. Given this, the Governor Loonan over this small reduction is
= and his Public Health and niot rooted in concern for poor, rural
Environment Director, Jane Norton, women. It is rooted in the loss of
have been extraordinarily patient public moral legitimacy that attends

a removal of state funding. and in a
desire for publicity that helps any



morally questionable organization to
portray itself as a victim and pursue
public sympathy. The administration
notes in its press release that PP
appears to be charging poor women
three times the average rate for birth
control pills.
It is this underhandedness and
disdain for our state Constitution
_ that represent the real threat to the
poor, rural women of Colorado.
Opposition to abortion, far from
being the province of "gxtremists,” is
as old as Greek and Roman
civilization — as old as representative
government — and was specifically
mentioned in the original
Hippocratic Oath by which Greek
physicians bound themselives to use
medicine to help and not hart. Thus,
Ms. Loonan has directly reversed the
poles of right and wrong. It was
polished, eloquent advocates such as
she to whom the original Jane Roe
(of Roe v. Wade fame) referred when,
regretting her involvement in
- legalizing abortion, she said, "With
the help of willing media and the
credibility of well-known
columnists, the lie became known as
a truth." In short, it is abortion and
constitutional lawlessness that are
unconscionable and morally
bankrupt, not those who oppose
these activities.

The people of Colorado have
spoken clearly, and twice rejected "
appeals to change what they have
put in their Constitution regarding
shortion. In so doing, the noble
people of the State of Colorado stand
in the long and distinguished
tradition of moral self-government
and defense of the defenseless. Their
Constitution reflects great credit-
upon them and the legacy of life and
law they wish to leave to their
posterity. Thank goodness for the
people of Colorado! And thank
goodness for a woman like Jane
Norton willing to defend their
Constitution.

State Rep. Dave Schnlitheis, R-
Colorado Springs, is serving his first
term in the House,
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"The hysterical response from people such as Ms. Loonan
over this small reduction is not rooted in concern for poor,
rural women. It is rooted in the loss of public moral legitimac;
that attends a removal of state funding, and in a desire for
publicity that helps any morally questionable organization to
portray itself as a victim and pursue public sympathy.”




