'Legalized abortion has

saved women’s lives

To the editor: Cu\o calen Y- |~}

Common sense says that statistics of the nurm-
bero{illegalaborﬁwsandthetpod_ah rate
fromthemmaffectqdbythemtn by-
pmductchllegal' abortion: secrecy. .
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When Abortion Was a Crime, 1997 — Dr.
JosephineGablerw_asamqiormeedahor-
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18,000 illegal abortions between 1933-1941. Nei-
ther law, church nor taboo could stop wemen
fromhavtngahorﬁnns.ﬂhmmemthodhﬂed,
anotber was tried, illustrating women's esca-
latingattempttoalmt.’mmmm
numbers going coast to coast, and it’s clear that
criminalizing abortion again will not reduce the
number of abortions from what they are today,
but no doubt women would die again. .

" “It's been estimated,” said Schwarz, 1968,

‘ﬂmtasmanyass,MAma'imwnmmdieeadx
year asa result of criminal abortion. That figure
may bea minimum estimate, inasmuch as many
such deaths are mislabeled or unreported..In
Phitadelphia, over 50 percent of the maternal
deaths result from complications of abortion, 57
percent in Michigan, 33 percent at Kings County
Hospital in Brooklyn.”

Dr. L. Fox, 1967 — “Induced abortion is the
most common single cause of maternal deaths in
California.” Death like this: Carol Joffee, Drs. of
Conscience, 1995, quoting Ken Gordon, 1960s
chief resident at a large East Coast hospital,
about a 22-year-old gir} in septic shock from a
self-induced illegal abortion. “The infection was
overwhelming, We did the hysterectomy under
local anesthesia. She died.

; ceptive Failure in the US.,

Studies in Family Planning, J/F 1990 — ~Con-
doms are 98 percent effective I preventing

when used correctly.” .

" That means men have the responsibility and
apart from their female partner, the means to
sigxﬁﬁcanﬂyluwerthenumberofabmﬁonsm
this country every time they have sex.

It has been insinuated women have third
irimester, post-viable abortions, because they
now don't want the baby. That's a lie. The num-
ber, approximately .04 percent and reasons;
fetuses incompatible with life threatening a
women's health or life, don’t support that in-
sinuation.

Julie Hall
Milliken

No excuse for abortion;
it's still child murder -

To the editer:

This is in reply to Julie Hall's comments
concerning abortion in the April 1 Open Fo-
Tam.
Haewegoagainwiﬂacommentsﬁlladwiih
ferninist pmpagamhuemptw]ntdy' i
abortion and convince and others that
abortion isn't morder in the first degree. She
wants to perszade us that the doctors who
pwichandpafcmahwﬁmmhumanﬂ
hercines of society. Much of her information is
derived from quotés by “doctors” used to jus-
tify.anﬂwnshﬂnbloodcﬁtheh'mm
elected them as “gods" to behave like Caligala,
tbirdunpawufﬂmw,inde&dingwhnlim
or dies? Just because their gloves, smocks and
instruments are sterilized does not make abor-
timaceq)tabkorrightinﬂnesesotahuly
compassionate God-fearing How ironic
ﬂnyhold'ﬂ;eir’mlivesinsnhhighmgarﬂ.
yet hold no regard for the wnborn children.
Abortion by its very nature is a crime. You
carmot and should not decriminalize murder.
Canymreal]ymjonmr!ifeatﬂleexpmseof
another? You are abusing your God given
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abortion, whether in a back alley or ina clinie.
Womets who do so place themselves in a po-
gition of risk. Their unborn children shouldn’t
have to suifer the consequences of their ir-
responsible actions and lack of morals. The
most effective and safe birth control choice is
to say “no.” Part of growing up inte a mature,
intelli individual is first practicing self

intelligent
. . control or accepting ﬂagconsequencesoime’s

own actions and learning not to repest one’s
mistakes.

Julie Hall failed to give the number of deaths
peyuroftheunbomasareatﬂtoﬂegalized
murder. Out of the 1.3 million abertions per-
formed last year, Julie would like us to believe
nearlyaﬂmpa'formedtusaveﬂwwuman's
liie,andonlyo.wercentwerepeﬁomed asa
result of convenience. Even 0.4 percent partial
birth abortion or any shortion would be too
many. With ultrasound and other advanced
technology, there is noneed for abortion and no
acceptable excuse for partial birth abortion.
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