Life and liberty-

-of woman and fetus
To the editor:

Richard Grimler’s April 26 letter chal-
ﬁ%&dmetopmvide statistical dats. I can do

First, pubtlli;policy that's :‘orrectandmm-a]

defining the parameters of abortion mayor
may oot be so for criminal bebavior Hke
stealing or muzder. That's a debate we can
have, but the issue here is what’s the correct
" moral publie policy for abortion. It's not true
that most unpianned, unwanted children are
placed for adoption. . :

The number of women, especially teens
keepingﬂ:eirbabiﬁhasledinferﬁlecouples
to adopt children from outside of the United
States. Time, 1991, “The number of babies
available in the U.S. has declined, In 1966, 65
percent of white babies who were born to
single moms were given up, but 20 years later-
it was down to 5 percent.”

Teen moms lack parenting skills, completed
education and job skills placing them at the
poverty level. Fort Collins Commission on the
Status of Women, 1999, *While women rep-
resented 51.3 percent of the U.S. population in
1990, they comprised 57.7 percent of all per-
sonsinpomty.'RockmemtainNews,Mny )
24, 1999, ‘Oneofeveryifvechildrenlim;n
poverty. If near-poverty is added, nearly one
ﬂlroeAmericanchildrenisn'tgmwingupwith
ghgtexpertsemsidatobeanadequatefam—

income.”

y'I‘he Federal Publication, Child Maltreat-
ment, 1999, “There were an estimated 826,000
victims of maltreatment; 58.4 percent suf-
fered neglect, 21.3 percent physical abuse, 11.3
percent sexual abuse. The highest victim-
imﬁonrateswerefortbe(l-aagemsl.a
percent of perpetrators were female with 41.5
percent of those females younger than 30.°
Clearly, most unplanned, unwanted children,
especially of teen moms, won’t be placed for
adophtic;nandmanywillsufferneglect,abuse
and live in .

Grimlerm; most children placed in
adoptive ho;‘nes will be loved, mxrth;;edem
supported. It's important to note that chi
abuse statistics include those who are abused
byfostuandadoptivepnrents,andinspitani
loving adoptive families, many adopted chil-
teem issues as a result of being given away.

Referencing Grimler's Iast poi
ing to people’s emotion with deliberately de-
ceptive pictures of alleged aborted fetuses is
very different than discussing the real and
very emotional subject of rape and incest.
Women who are impregnated as a result of a
frightful, violent, humiliating, degrading act
otrapeineestpa'peh-atedbyah'ustedpamnt
or relative must make their own decisions
abo&ﬂle ,andt_ngyanedse.. ool

scientific commumity recognizes
divigion begins upon the vnion of egg and
sperm. The me@ical commumity i
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