Incurring an eye for

an eye; a life for a life
To the editor:

ClmrlesPrestonwasconectinhisMayz
letter, thatﬂleeontextofGenesisz:'Iinwhich
AdamwascmatedbyGodinvolvedneithera
conception nor birth in the traditional sense.

Neither God nor I have ever that the
fetus isn’t alive, but that fact doesn’t speak to
theofficia]recomitimbyGodoflhebeginning
ofhumanlifeAfeMs, though alive as we
understand the word, isn't granted officia)
reeogniﬁonofbeingalivebyGodtiﬂitbreathes
through its nostrils. If anti-abortion i
have a problem with that truth, they'll have to
(t;kethatupwithGodhimselfonjﬂdsnmnt

Y.

Exodus 21:22-23 says, (Revised Standard

Version) “When men strive and hurt a

wumanwithchﬂdsothatthm'eisamisear-

riage, (King James Version: so that her fruit

ﬁnmber)andyetnoharmfollaws;the

shallbeﬁned,accordingas

tbewnman'shuslmnddlalllayupmhim;and
i determine.

harm follows, ﬂlmyoud)aﬂgiveeyeforaneye,
tooth for tooth, and life for life *

RobstMm‘so,inhisMayﬂeﬁer,faﬂsw
prwethatﬂmevusesdealmlywiﬂxam
mature birth rather than a miscarriage
thatthe‘harm’doom'treferonlytoﬂlewum-
an, First, the phrase “with child” is merely
descﬁpﬁveofthemmananddoem’
theobjectnfﬂlewmﬂharm, that being the
subjectofthesmtencgﬂlewmnan.

Second, in Morse’s interpreta

wwldhavebemdone.But;it‘sveryclearin
theseversesthataﬁneforsnmethingisbeing
required, that something is a mi i
Third,thesevmdon'tspec:fy' aparticular
timeina . That's significant because
a premature birth of a healthy fetus cannot
occm'intheearlystagesofpregmncy'lhelaw

qumm 530"

st OpeN Forumy -

God articulated in these verses is applicable
during all stages of pregnancy, which renders
Morse's in tion invalid,

Finally, if the fetus were miscarried while
the woman loses an eye, several teeth and an
arm,harmhavingthenbefallenboth,inlightof
Morse's interpretation what would the remedy
be?'l‘heperpetratorwmﬂdloseaneye,several
teeth, an arm and then his life? What purpose
would a fine serve then?

If this scenario, based on Morse's inter-
pretation, sounds ludicrous, it's because God is
veryclearinthesevm'm; the loss of the fetus
wastoincuronlyaﬁne,butifﬂrewomanwas

- hurtorkilled, thenﬂleperpeh-atorwastowffer

an eye for an eye or life for a life,
Peggy Loonan, executive director
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