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\ Letter writer misses point of
| Catholic Church problems

| To the editor:

: Loonan is absolutely

. rightinher criticism of the

| Catholic Church and its failure
(through the bishops) to pre-
vent the tragic sex abuse of in-
nocent persons. There is
tremendous sadness in the
Catholic Church because of it.

.

However, Peggy misgsed the

. moral authority over the mod-
©  ern world. Moral authority over
whom? Obviously, it has had ne
claim of moral authority over
Ms. Loonan and has had little ef-
fective moral persuasion over
its own memnbers. Catholics are
just as likely touse artificial
contracepiives as non-Catholics.
They see no harm in premarital
sex or the practice of homosexu-
ality and many Catholics are
openly pro-abortion.

The problem in the church
has not been too much moral
authority but too little. The
bishaps have indeed failed but
their failure lies as much in the
lack of good moral and spiritual

ching as in the manner in
which they handled moral fail-
ure when 1t o¢ .

Had Loonan been more hon-
est, she would have exposed the
real problem in the church —
the practice of homosexuality.
With a Jittle more research,
Loonan would have discovered
that 90 percent of the reported
incidents of priestly misconduct
involved the abuse of adoles-
cent boys and young adult
males. She would have learned
that Catholic seminaries wel-
comed and coddled homeosexual
men. The consequences of this
unfortunate action should easily
have been foreseen.

Finally, if Loonan was saying
that moral authority is equated
with official church teaching,
she missed the point. Official
church teaching will continue to
oppose the killing of the ynborn,
premarital sex, the practice of
homosexuality, divorce and re-
marriage despite the existence
of this present scandal.

Both cleric and Loonan have
i:.herighttoeither choose of re-
ject what is good.

Official church teaching does
not take away free will. It can
only present “The Truth.” It is
up to the hierarchy and the laity
to embrace it. If not, the sad-

will continue to be present and

| evident to all.

2 Barbara Martin
i Fort Collins

pess known as sin in the world -




