“The Hidden Agenda of Crisis Pregnancy G

by Allison Kruse

Onywrmymﬁndooryou'tlhe
given a bible, loaded down with
expluining “God's” disdain for sexual activ-
ity outside of wedlock, and handed a flower
ordelivemdapwyer.‘lmmup:ﬂm
tokens from a Crisis Pregnancy Center
(CPC), but don’t expect t© walk away with
mundusial\dingofvilbbopﬁushan
unintended pregrancy.

CPCs arc valusble resources for those
with Christian or peo-life belicfs. For
Christian  women cxperiencing  ant
CPC suppoxt groups

wonen cxperiencing post-abortion Smo-
tional trauma, Must CPCs are staffed

with friendly. jc people whe
commil much of their tizhe to a causc

tha is intimatcly sigoificant to thent.
Tn addition. CPC services tcounscling, ‘
pregnancy festing and support ZIOUPS)

are usually free.

Altough they re lurgely staffed with
friendly “vounselors” and olfer free preg-
pancy testing, CPGs push @ hidden agen-
di deter women [rom having abortions.
Abunckmtly tocated in college WWRS DCIOSS
the country, CPCs are 2 network of clinics
founded znd run by pro-fe organizations.
Murcover, they don't openly statc that they
are substantially anti-abortion o that their
services focus mone on religious belicts
than objective information.

Onee inside a clinic, however. determin-
ing the basic agcmhnrnCPCcnnhcmm-
plished by reading their readily asvaitable.
highly emotive, anti-ahortion  propuganda.
Aliigugh their services ae neither insulting
por particularly intrusive for Curistian
women secking an ion of their
belicks, they are rot nearly as comprehensive.
useful, infomutive noc as objective as poa-
religious clinics like Planned Parenthood.

Women who call express to us thot
they've received misinformarion [rom
CPCs;” says Heather Twue-Boldt of Fort
Collins’ Pianned Parenthood. These women
are sonetimes with their experience
waCPC. frustrated that they were unable to
attxin tangible, unbinsed information.

Burbara Buldwin. director of Colordo
National Abostion snd Repeoductive Rights
Action League (CONARAL) says, “What's
st distressing is tha [CPCs] don’t apes-
Ty state that they have an anti-abortion hgen-
da, luring women into free counacling that
is mastly i upsetting if not per-

sonalty obtrusive.”

’ For many women, [ree services are the
alhneofCPCs.meas:wiﬂlwhhhel'm
can perform preguancy testing allows
“these centers, wiich are locaied close ¥
campuses, 1o offer frec pregnancy wsting
and, in turn, to targel YOUng, college-aged
women.” Baldwin says.
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pnqﬁlﬂdlmichumﬂsugesoﬁdal
dguehpnmﬁnmdnym—whh the join-
ing of 10 cvum—io month nine.
when the infam’s heart is pumping 250 pal-

eqtain ot vague titles fike wousan in the throes of a cri-
Jiste u;*__!_!_“@-—dm iy prognancy with this kiad of pro-hife,
- nlm‘ » Thear ounes W‘w.r mm' lisaﬂmmling.
“abortion obscure—in Fort Calfins, | Beyond supplying misinformation and
o Fhe mcmhtm dubious statistics, the CPC counsclor

tion left her o berefl. submersed
in feelings of guilt and loss. Her
cxpui:mewilhnﬁscarﬁage.lmwev-
u.tﬁdnﬂimhndeasinﬁhscmnf
Jass. Afier all. she said. the miscar-

mm,mmmam— riage was “God's” decision, not hers.
mﬁ:mwnkwnmx | in her opinion, there was w0 need Lo
mdmbmlmp«w&.m, 3 gricve a child that God chose to abort.
. . m‘,-"ammﬁsﬂ'- The “informutive” segmemt of my
wmmmmmﬂmdm session was mininal, leaving much lime
shortion, mwdﬂ*&huﬂﬂ_l- mexpkxcmy“sehtionslipwilh(hul“:md
pos shat sccompanics a8 shortion (a_chm myewnselur‘sexpemeswith thes power
O s oot beem accephed B cecles,  of payer. 1t hardly maucred that |
asilishﬂﬂmamﬁy wsed a samplc myaﬂlll..\'hud helicts rcgarding
mmmlllbbs ), el e POs- ~God"™ i sefigion. nor that | had objections
demm mheingimmmedonmd:pcmmiissms.l
mWMka'ﬁr‘ was, subjected 10 my coun-
T e suhr'spunnlbdiafsformermm.

_Aficr she insulted rve with her extreme evanr-
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emotional trama she endured.

Yet. I have to congratulate my Alpha
Center counselor, who was very experi-
enced in cach area of the crisis pregnan-
cy. She had an abortion, expericnced mis-
carriage, married 2 man wha fathered 2
child out of wedlock, and was herseif a
successful product of adoplion. Had |
been looking for emotiona} and theologi-
cal suppori. ’d have been deeply grateful
for our counseling session.

Despite and emotional Fer-
vor, however, it is difficult to overlook the
fact that CPCs are not open about the reli-
gious bias of their scrvices- Women secking
candid information, objective advice and
reliabie expertise can be assured that o CpC
offers nonc of these.

“P's are not mercly free

tioas with Christian ideals, actively suppott-
ing an agenda that wot ondy sbhors abortion
but will do its best bo dissumde women from
sceking one. For Claistiaa women scoking
support, CPCs enthusiastically provide it.
Visiting a non-biased ciinic 1o receive accu-
rate, objective information, however, would
be advantugeous as well. .
As citizeas of this country, we have the
exireme privilege of access to information
regarding, choice, abortion, birth control,
adoption and safe sex—without political
If we are willing 10 defend our
Tights 1o such information, we should be
Wﬂhu;ﬂ?b:emsedm&ek:t‘nmﬁonw
make informed, empowered uate
prepared decisions. ¥ 3 sdequately



